MASTER

o —»?‘) <> \f3\).€.f k

CONFIDENTIAL

Note for the Record

VoEVICE ECONONIC SUMMAR
The Prime Minister gave an account this evening of the
main issues which had been discussed by Heads of Government
over dinner.

East/West Relations and Arms Control

There had been no discussion of the various drafts.for a
declaration on East/West relations. But there had been

a vigorous exchanae on the question of follow-on negotiations
on shorter range nuclear missiles. Chancellor Kdhl

had argued strongly for agreement on a position which

£

would hold out a prospect of such negotiations

without any specific conditions being attached. It was

a matter of great psychological significance to Germany

to have a commitment to such negotiations. The Prime
Minister herself argued the counter-case very strongly,
pointing out that further reductions in shorter range
missiles under 500 kms in range would undermine the doctrine
of flexible response. She was not prepared to see

British forces in Germany left without the protection of
shorter range nuclear weapons. She could not, therefore,
subscribe to any text which established the goal of further
reductions, at least until agreement had been reached

to eliminate chemical weapons, and redress the imbalance

in conventional forces.
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