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TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION INITIATIVE

this morning agreed to Scottish participation in the
extension of TVEI on an appropriate basis; and you will be
announcing on Thursday the way in which MSC have been asked
to proceed and the start of consultations with the 1local
authorities. Before we proceed with consultations in Scotland
we will need to settle the details of how MSC involvement
fits in with the different educational arrangements and
developments here in Scotland.

I have already indicated in my announcements on the Action
Plan for 16-18s in January and on implementation of the reforms
for education of 14-16s in April that we are taking new
measures to improve technical and vocational education in
these initiatives. In Scotland the appropriate role for|
MSC will be to support additional effort and trials of courses'
by education authorities which will form part of our national
development programmes. Selective pileting leading to full
national introduction® of courses 1is a major advantage of
| our 14-16 programme and this approach is to enable us to
introduce some new course syllabuses. Additional effort
is needed to bring further subjects into the later phases
of the development programme and MSC support will. greatly
help. I do not propose to make any announcement or initiate
consultations with the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities
until my officials have discussed the details more fully
with MSC. Authorities in Scotland will be more 1likely to
put forward proposals in TVEI if it is seen to emphasise
technical and vocational requirements within our now
established educational development programmes.




In any briefing for the press my officials will indicate
that the Government is committed to improving technical and
vocational education in Scotland and that any proposals will
reflect the differences 1in educational arrangements. and
developments here. I will K left you' know, imn ‘the slight. of
our discussions with MSC, the terms and timing of our
consultations with the Convention of Scottish Local
Authorities. I will also want to indicate how we will Dbe
involving employers in our develcopment of technical and

vocational education.
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