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SEVERN BARRAGE

We spoke following Cabinet this morning about your minute

of 27 /April offering £200,000 from your Department's budget
to exémine those enviro 1 aspects of the barrage that

impinge most directly on its economics.

I am writing to confirm our understanding that in present
circumstances I should go ahead with sed statement on

the l{;gg_nzﬁlipusly agreed about the study by the Severn
Tidal Power Group. I accordingly propose to release the

statement tomorrow.

I am very grateful for your offer. However I see no reason
why your suggestion of a parallel preliminary investigation
into the environmental aspects of the barrage should not go
ahead separately. Indeed I would welcome this and a further
announcement could be made in due course when the details

have been worked out.

I am copying this minute to the Prime Minister, Peter Walker,
Nicholas Edwards, Patrick Jenkin, John Biffen, David Howell,
Leon Brittan, Norman Tebbit, Arthur Cockfield, Robert Armstrong

and John Sparrow. \ s
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