CONFIDENTIAL

EYES ALFA
aT1
FCO
PRIURITY GDA

PRIORITY

AN 7
FJua

EL

GIBRALTAR _APR

PRIQRITY T

MODUK (F(

SIBRALTAR DOCKYARD: TIMETABLE
1,

THOUGHT TO THeE NezCESSITY QUR UNDE
AND FORM OF THE DECISION TAKING PROC
ALL WORKING TOWARDS CLOSURE
THIS PERIOD wOULD, | UNDERSTANLD,
CABINET.

':‘,1'

oN 31

2‘

AGP APPLELOCRE
REPORT
M4INIS

MIN

CONSULTANTS
THE
CONSULT

TeR

TER AL

CHIEF

NS S

Te PROVIDED THERE IS
CSRATAINTY) THIKGS ARc RELATIVELY
NOT CARRY THINGS TO FINALITY
MAY need TO SEE
ITERESTED

ASSEMBLY ON

AND

WANT
Hl

HASSAN WILL

COMMITTING HIMSELF .
HOULD

IN LONDON
ABOUT 23/24 MAY,

SAN HAS

HASSAN
IT NOW WOULD

h‘

BE

J|TH

AYERT A}

THE OUTCOME
HOW WELL HASSAN

SINCE MY RETURN FROM TALKS IN

SIM
#I1TH HIS

FOLLOWING

NY 1M

LONDON |

TAND TiMING

e

AND A NG THE
IN LONDON,
ANY EXTEMSION

RS ING

0

PLE. BUT WJiLL
TIM4E ROUND
JELL AS

THE HOUSE QF

e
o
AS

QUESTION

HMG'S ATT
STIFFENIN
HOLDING
MR RAISON)
ROUND WITH
UCH AM ARRANGE

CRISIS LATER.

OF ITUDE BEFORE
LYKELY TO
(AND
BELSTEAD AND

IKELY ScCOND

NTCT ~
NEED vi3a

1M CANEPA)

1S
E'-'T .

‘PI‘QC:SS 1ON

DS ALMOST cNTIRELY
THE OPPOSITION

COOL OR HOSTILE.
Ta

N
IS

SUPPOR

MINISTERS STy
JEOPARDISE THE FULL IMPLCME®R
A 31 DECEMBER CLOSURE WOULD
ANNOUNCED ON 31 MAY AND REDUNDANCY

MAKE SUCH AN ANNOU! MENT

= o A lv—
CECISION

MPEDE BRITISH

REQUIRE

J i

TAK 146G

wOULD

TO HELP HASS

HiM EVERY

AT
MAY
T

WH ICH

LONDON TH

IF 50 THIS

S FURTHERMORE |T MAY

W

'y .

NCY PROCEDURES 0
wiLURSAHCY TO Bt

20 JUNE.
BRALTAR'S

GI3
CLUMSY

SERVED ON

el ur

POLITICALLY




CCNFIDENTIAL

THe FOREGUING APPEARS TO LEAD TO THG

A. AS SO0K AS POSSIBLE (PoRAAPS USING HMG
= = i g ) T A
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS AND MR HEScLTIH2?'S

THE GTC) MAKE 31 D iZcR &3 THE DEFINITE DATE QF

THE ADVANTAGES OF SuCH counSt ARE THAT THEY WOULD REMOVE ANY
LINGERING HCPES AND DOUBTS IN THE MINDS OF GIBRALTAR'S
MINISTERS AND UNIONS AND THUS PERHAPS FORCC THEM TO CONFRONT
REALITIES AT ONCE. THE LJKELY STRIKES AND DISORDERS SHOULD
THEREBY BE EXHAUSTZD WELL BEFORE GIERALTAR'S ELECTIONS
APPROACH (FEBRUARY 13%4) AND Tnt HANDOVER TAKES PLACE. IT
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WOULD HOWEVER MEAN DECISIONS ON CLOSURE WcRE FIRM BEFORE

COMMERC |AL ISATION WAS FORMALLY CONSIDERED AND LOSE ANY
MITIGATING INFLUENCE IN GIBRALTAR THE LATTER MIGHT HAVE ON

c - o
THE FORMER:

Be ACCEPT NOW THAT wHILST CONF|R#ING CLOSURE

SOME SLIPPAGE OF CLOSURE/TRAN R DATc #AY OCCuUr BUT WOT

BEYOND END OF F INAR AL YEAH 53=-64 REDUNDANCY NOTICES
MI1GHT HAVE TO Bt PHASED SO0 ALLOW DGCKYARD TRANSFER

WOHRKS PROGRAMME TO Bt COM ETED 05T CLOSURE.

S GETTING THE LABOUR REACTION RIGHT APPEARS CRITICAL TO

ACHIEV ING THE RIGHT REACTION FROM GIBRALTAR AND CREATING THE BEST
CONDITIONS FOR APPLEDCRE'S SU’Lch ¥l JECISION TAKING PROCESS
IS INDEED AS TIGHT AS IT APPEA i PTION SEEMS TO HAVE
MUCH IN ITS FAVOUR
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