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GIBRALTAR : SPANISH PRESS REACTIONS TO PEDESTRIAN OPENING

1. THE SPANISH PRESS HAVE GIVEN EXTENSIVE COVERAGE AND EDITORIAL
COMMENT TO THE GOVERNMENT DECI1SION TO OPEN TO PEDESTRIANS THE
FRONTIER WiTH GIBRALTAR., REACTIONS ARE VERY MIXED., ONE
PARTICULARLY INFLUENT!AL COMMENT IS FROM OREJA, THE FORMER FORE IGN
MINISTER (WHO S{GNED THE LISBON AGREEMENT). HE HAS
DESCPIBED THE DECISION AS A MISTAKE : SPAIN HAS GIVEN AWAY A
BARGAINING CARD FOR MOTHING IN RETURN. THE CONSERVATIVE AND RIGHT
“~VING PRESS FOLLOW THIS CRITICAL LINE, THEY ALSO CALL FOR MEASURES
TO PREVENT SPANISH COMMERCIAL INTERESTS IN THE AREA BEING ADVERSELY
AFFECTED. THE MORE L{BERAL PRESS WELCOME THE DECISION AND ONE
EDITORIAL WRITER SUGGESTS THAT A DEMOCRATIC AND HUMANITAR}AN poLICY
TOWARDS GIBRALTAR COMBINED WiTH NATC MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE A MORE
EFFECTIVE WEAPON AGAIMST ''BRIT(SH COLON{ALISM'', THE CAMPO AREA
S REPORTED TO BE POSITIVE IN ITS OPINION WHILE THAT IN CEUTA 1S
CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECTS ON ITS INTERESTS.

5. THE FCO SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ARE REPORTED FACTUALLY TOGETHER
WiTH HASSAN'S GENERALLY WELCOMING ATTITUDE. THE PRESS ALSO REPORTS
FEELING IN THE CAMPO AREA THAT THIS INITIAL MEASURE WILL

INEVITABLY LEAD TO A FURTHER LIFTING OF RESTRICTIONS.

FURTHER REPORT FOLLOWS BY BAG.
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MADRID TELNO 655: GIBRALTAR FRONTIER OPENING
1. REACTIONS BY POLITICAL AND BUSINESS LEADERS HAS BEEN CAUT | OUSIM~

WELCOME WITH CONCERN AT THE POSSIBLE ADVERSE EFFECTxGN THE GIBRALTAR
ECONOMY OF THE LIMITATIONS IN THE PROPOSED ARRANGEMENTS.

2, CHIEF MINISTER GENERALLY WELCOMED THE RELAXATION OF RESTRICTIONS
HOTING THAT AS THE PROPOSED OPENING WAS WITHOUT REFERENCE TO THE
LI1SBON AGREEMENT IT WAS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, HE EXPLAINED
THAT THE 24 HOUR OPEWING HAD BEEW PROVIDED FOR IN PREVIOUS
DISCUSSICHS ''TC OVERCOME THE AGE-OLD COMPLAINT ABOUT SPAN|ARDS NOT
BEING ALLOWED TO STAY N GIERALTAR OVERNIGHT'', HE EXPRESSED COMCERN
ABOUT THE APPARENT ABSENCE OF CUSTOMS CONTROL ON THE SPANISH SIDE
HOT ING THAT "!'THEY CANNOCT EXPECT PEOPLE TO MOVE ABOUT WITHOUT
CARRY NG LUGGAGE OF SOME SORT''.

3. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION PETER |SOLA ALSO CONSIDERED THAT THE
DECISION WAS A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECT{ON. HE NOTED THAT STATEMENTS
BY SPANISH MINISTERS HAD COMCENTRATED ON THE THREAT TO THE SPANISH
ECONOMY AND SAID THAT GIBRALTAR WAS NO THREAT TO SPAIN BUT THAT THE
PROPOSED ARRAHGEMENTS WERE A DANGER TO GIBRALTAR'S ECONOMY.
HE CONTINUED THAT AS TH 0 ENING W NOT THE FULL LIFTING OF
RESTRICTIGHS ENV ED N BON AGREEMENT AND AS THE SPAWIS
SI1DE wOu ho E MAHHRED OH A HORM . BASIS GIBRALTAR SHOULD
\".
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5. LEADER OF GSLP, JOE BOSSANO, COMMENTED THAT SPANISH GOVERNMENT
WERE DOING WHAT GSLP HAD ALWAYS SAID THEY SHOULD: SPAIN HAD CLOSED
THE FRONTIER UNILATERALLY AND SHOULD NOW OPEN 1T UNILATERALLY,.

HE WAS AGAINST GIBRALTAR AND BRITAIN GIVING ANY CONCESSIONS IN
RETURN FOR ANY RELAXATION.

6. PRESIDENT OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, WILFRED GARCIA, WELCOMED
SPANISH GOVERNMENT ANMOUNCEMENT -IFf THE MOVE WAS A GENUINE EARNEST

OF MEW GOVERNMENT!S [INTERT TC TAKE MORE POSITIVE APPROACH TO THE
GIBRALTAR ISSUE. BUT HE TOO WAS DISTURBED BY POSSIBLE ADVERSE EFFECT
ON THE ECONOMY CAUSED BY THE DISCRIMINATORY NATURE. OF THE
ARRANGEMENTS PARTICULARLY PREVENTING TOURISTS CROSSING AND BY LACK
OF CUSTOMS FACILITIES ON SPANISH SIDE., HE ADDED THAT CHAMBER WOULD
REMAIN IH CLOSE TOUCH wWITH GIBRALTAR GOVERMMENT IN CASE ACTION WAS
REQUIRED TO RECIPROCATE RESTRICTIONS TO PROTECT GIBRALTAR ECONOMY

BUT SAID THA wADERS WOULD '"'"WAIT AND SEE''.
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