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. GE Greek Embassy
The Ambassador

"/

London

19 May 1979

Madam,

I have been instructed by my Prime Minister to convey

to you the following message:

"My Dear Prime Minister,

"I would like to thank you for your message as well
"as for your congratulations on the occasion of my
"country's accession to the EEC.

"I fully understand the reasons which prevent you

"from honouring with your presence this historic

"day for my country. We will be very happy to receive

"Lord Carrington whose presence will confirm the

"traditional ties of friendship between our two

"countries. The Greek people and their Government

"hope that you will avail yourself of another

"opportunity to visit Greece.

"Yours sincerely,

"Constantine Karamanlis"

I have the honour to be,
Madam,
Yours faithfully,

. )
_."/%,1{' 1Y /Lf. U{(,Lf\u

Stavros G. Rouss@s

The Right Honourable Margaret Thatcher, M.P.,

Prime Minister, First Lord of the Treasury and Minister
for the Civil Service,

10 Downing Street,

London S.W.I.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 May 1979

Greek Accession to the EEC

I enclose a copy of a letter which has
been addressed to the Prime Minister by the
Greek Ambassador conveying the text of a
reply from Mr. Karamanlis to the Prime
Minister's message to him on the occasion
of the signature of the Treaty of Accession
between Greece and the EEC,.

Paul Lever, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 22 May 1979

I am writing on the Prime Minister's
behalf to thank you for your letter of
19 May, in which you conveyed a message
to the Prime Minister from the Prime Minister
of Greece, Mr. Constantine Karamanlis.

I am of course bringing Mr. Karamanlis'
message to the Prime Minister's attention.

His Excellency Monsieur Stavros G. Roussos.
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THE PRIME MINISTER 17 May, 1979

My dear Prime Minister,

I have asked Lord Carrington to represent the United
Kingdom at the signature on 28 May of the Treaty of Accession
between Greece and the E.E.C.. I am sure you will under-
stand why I cannot come so soon after forming a new government.
However, I should like to send warm congratulations on the
accession of Greece to the E.E.C.. Greek membership will
enrich the Community. It will also strengthen further

the excellent relations which exist between our two countries.

Yours sincerely,

(SGD) MARGARET THATCHER

His Excellency Mr. Constantine Karamanlis




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

Yo ok

Greek Treaty of Accession with the E.E.C.

Thank you for your letter of 10 May about the signature,
in Athens on 28 May, of the Treaty of Accession between
Greece and the E.E.C..

The Prime Minister has seen your letter and agrees
that the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary should represent
the U.K. at the signing ceremony. The Prime Minister has
also agreed to send a message to Mr. Karamanlis to mark
the occasion. She has made a number of amendments to the
draft which you enclosed with your letter, and I enclose
the signed original of the final text. I should be grate-
ful if you would arrange for this to be transmitted to

Mr. Karamanlis at the appropriate time.

I am sending a copy of this letter and enclosure to
Martin Vile (Cabinet Office).

Paul Lever, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Greek Treaty of Accession with the EEC ’v o

The Treaty of Accession between Greece and the EEC is
due to be signed in Athens on 28 Maz. President Giscard will
attend representing France as Turrent holder of the Community
Presidency. No other Heads of State will be going but the
Prime Ministers of Italy, the Netherlands and Luxembourg are
expected to attend. Chancellor Schmidt is not going; and
Germany, Ireland, Denmark and Belgium will be represented by
their Foreign Ministers.

The Greek authorities have made it clear that they would
welcome the attendance of the British Prime Minister. But
Mrs Thatcher's absence is likely to be readily understood in
Athens, given the short time between her taking of office and
the signature ceremony. On the Community side the occasion
is likely in any case to be dominated by President Giscard,
the only Head of State going and, as representative of the
Presidency, the Community spokesman on this occasion.

In the circumstances the Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary does not recommend that the Prime Minister need
attend and proposes that he should represent the UK. However,
Lord Carrington considers that it would be desirable if
Mrs Thatcher were to send a message to Mr Karamanlis about the
general attitude of The nmew BritiSh Government towards Greece
and her accession to the Community; a message welcoming Greek
accession should help to set the right tone for the relationship.
I enclose a suggested text.

Yowss ¢%{

ol

(P Lever)

B G Cartledge Esq
10 Downing Street
London SW1

CONFIDENTIAL
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SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

From

To:-  Mr Constantine Karamanlis Prime Minister

Top Secret,
Secret. Telephone No. Ext.
Confidential
Restricted.

Unclassified. Department

PRIVACY MARKING

.. In Confidence
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